BILATERAL cortical necrosis of the kidneys is a rare pathological lesion. It usually follows some complication of pregnancy such as eclampsia. There has been only one case report where the lesion was seen at autopsy of a patient who died of uraemia after a snakebite (Azevedo & Teixeira, 1938) . Oram, Ross, Pell & Winteler (1963) have described calcification of both renal cortices in a patient who recovered from anuria following a snakebite and they suggested that the calcification was due to bilateral cortical necrosis of the kidneys which had followed the bite. The Investigations on day of admission: Blood urea 216 mg/100 ml; serum sodium 132 mEq/l; serum potassium 7-8 mEq/l; plasma bicarbonate 11-8 mEq/l; serum proteins 6-8 g/100 ml (albumin 4 g, globulins 2-8 g); Hb 6-6 g/100 ml; PCV 22%; WBC 9000/mm3 (normal differential); bleeding time 51 min; clotting time 3 min; ECG; sinus rhythm; tall T waves of hyperkalaemia.
Investigations on day of death: Blood urea 317 mg/100 ml; serum sodium 102-5 mEq/l; serum potassium 5-7 mEq/l; plasma bicarbonate 9-3 mEq/l. In frozen sections stained for fat, sudanophilic material was present in the walls and lumina of the intralobular arteries, afferent arterioles and glomerular capillaries (Fig. 2) . Similar sudanophilic material was seen in the walls and lumina of the tubules and intertubular vessels within the areas of necrosis.
The liver showed early fatty change. Portions of the lung showed bronchopneumonia. The heart, spleen, adrenals and intestines were normal.
Discussion
Snake venom is well known to cause toxic damage to the kidneys (Schreiner & Maher, 1965 Amorim & Mello (1954) 3 Rattlesnake
Necrosis of distal tubules (autopsy) (Crotalus terrificus terrificus) Azevedo & Teixeira (1938) 1 Cobra Glomerulonephritis (Bothrops jararaca) Vascular necrosis (autopsy) Efrati & Reif (1953) (Reid, 1968) . It is probable that vascular necrosis occurs only when the tissue concentrations of venom rise to the level that prevails in the kidneys, because we could not find any evidence of vascular necrosis in the other organs that weexamined.
It is difficult to explain the presence of fat in the blood vessels of the kidneys. A similar presence of fat was noted in a few cases of bilateral cortical necrosis of the kidneys which supervened on pregnancy (Scriver & Ortel, 1930; Warner & Hibbits, 1932) . Scriver & Ortel (1930) (Bucherl, Buckley & Deulofeu, 1968) .
The blood pressure in our patient remained elevated until the time of death. This observation is interesting in the light of work done by Reid & Jenkins (1948) who showed that cobra venom was capable of releasing renin by acting directly on the kidneys of adrenalectomized rats.
